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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 19786 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, VS 

SUBJECT: KHMER EFFORTS FOR CONTACTS WITH "OTHER SIDE" 

DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER PAN SOTHY TOLD EMBOFF AUGUST 19 
THAT FORMER PRIME MINISTER HONG THUNG HAK HAD TRANSITED 
PARIS TO ATTEND THE WORLD POPULATION CONFERENCE IN 
BUCHAREST. HAK WAS SOMEWHAT SURPRISED THAT RUMANIAN 
GOVERNMENT HAD GIVEN VISAS TO THE FOUR-MAN GKR DELEGA- 
TION. HAK WAS STILL CONCERNED ABOUT THE POSSIBLE 
PRESENCE OF GRUNK REPRESENTATIVES AND FIGHT OVER 
CAMBODIAN CREDENTIALS. HAK SAID RUMANIANS PROBABLY 
REALIZED THAT HIS PRESENCE HAD LITTLE TO DO WITH THE 
SUBJECT OF THE CONFERENCE; HIS PARTICIPATION WAS CLEARLY 
BECAUSE OF POSSIBILITY OF DIRECT OR INDIRECT CONTACTS 
WITH THE " OTHER SIDE". PAN SAID HAK WOULD PASS THROUGH 
PARIS BEFORE THE END OF THE MONTH ON HIS WAY BACK TO 
PHNOM PENH AND MIGHT THEN HAVE SOMETHING TO REPORT TO 
US ABOUT TALKS WITH THE GRUNK. 
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